CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1 . (Original) A medical device, comprising: 

a hollow housing having a generally open rearward end forming a socket; 

a fluid container containing a quantity of medicinal fluid, the fluid container being 
adapted to engage the socket; 

a needle having a sharpened tip, wherein the needle is displaceable between a 
projecting position in which the sharpened tip projects forwardly from the 
housing and a retracted position wherein the sharpened tip is enclosed 
within the housing; 

a biasing element biasing the needle toward the retracted position; 

a needle retainer operable between a retaining position in which the needle 

retainer releasably retains the needle in the projecting position against the 
bias of the biasing element and an release position in which the needle is 
released allowing the biasing element to displace the needle reanwardly; 

a lock for locking the needle in the retracted position to impede displacement of 
the needle after the needle is displace into the retracted position; and 

a guard covering the lock to prevent manipulation of the lock to release the 
needle; 

wherein upon forward displacement of the fluid container, the fluid container 
engages the needle retainer displacing the needle retainer from the 
locked position to the unlocked position. 

2. (Original) The device of claim 1 , wherein the needle retainer comprises a latch 
biased radially outwardly, releasably engaging the housing. 

3. (Original) The device of claim 1 wherein the lock comprises a guide arm 
connected to the needle and biased radially outwardly from the needle into 
engagement with a channel in the interior wall of the housing, wherein the 
engagement between the guide arm and the channel substantially prevents 
rotational displacement of the needle retainer in the housing. 



4. 



(Original) The device of claim 3, wherein the lock comprises a window in the wall 



of the housing, and the guide arm is configured to engage the window when the 
needle is displaced to the retracted position. 

(Original) The device of claim 4 wherein the guard circumscribes at least a 
portion of the housing to cover the window. 

(Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the fluid container contacts the guard 
to substantially prevent separation of the fluid container from the housing. 

(Original) A medical device, comprising: 
a hollow housing having a rear socket; 

a fluid container adapted to engage the socket on the housing, said container 
having an open rear end through which a medicinal fluid may be 
deposited while the fluid container engages the socket; 

a needle having a sharpened tip, wherein the needle is displaceable between a 
projecting position in which the sharpened tip projects forwardly from the 
housing and a retracted position wherein the sharpened tip is enclosed 
within the housing; 

a biasing element biasing the needle toward the retracted position; 

a needle retainer operable between a locked position in which the needle 

retainer releasably retains the needle in the projecting position against the 
bias of the biasing element and an unlocked position in which the needle 
is released allowing the biasing element to displace the needle rearwardly; 
and 

wherein upon pushing fonA/ardly upon the fluid container, after ejection of the 
fluid the needle retainer is displaced from the locked position to the 
unlocked position. 

(Original) The medical device of claim 7 further comprising a stopper configured 
to close the open rear end of the fluid container in a fluid tight seal. 

(Currently Amended) A method of manufacturing a medical device, comprising 



the steps of: 

fabr i cat i ng providing a needle injector with a hollow body; 

inserting a needle having a sh arpened tip into the housing wherein the needle is 

releasablv held in a proiectino position with the sharpened tip oroiecting 

forwardiv from the housing: 
fabricating a fluid container having a sealed end and an open end; 
connecting the sealed end of the fluid container to the hollow body of the needle 

injector; 

steri l izing the needle injector and th e flu i d container whi le the fluid conta i ne i it, 

attach e d to th e i njec Loi, 
depositing a medicinal fluid into the fluid container through the open end of the 

fluid container while at least a portion of the fluid container is disposed 

within the housing; and 
closing the open end of the fluid container to enclose the medicinal fluid in the 

fluid container. 

prov i d i ng an inj e ctor hous i ng having a g e nera ll y op e n rearward e nd; 

i nsert i ng a needl e having a sharp e ned t i p i nto th e hous i ng so that the n ee dl e is 

rc l casab l y he l d i n a proj e ct i ng posit i on w i th th e sharpened tip proj e cting 

foHA/ardly from th e hous i ng; 

prov i d i ng a f l u i d conta i n e r hav i ng a p i erc e ab l e s e a l and a g e n e rally op e n e nd ; 

ins e rt i ng th e fluid contain e r into th e r e anA/ard op e n e nd of th e hous i ng; 

fill i ng th e fl ui d conta i ner w i th f l u i d through the op e n end of th e f l u i d contain e r 

wh il e at l e ast a port i on of th e f l uid conta i n e r is d i spos e d with i n th e 

housing; and 

s e a li ng th e op e n e nd of th e f l uid conta i n e d after th e fluid contain e r i s fill e d. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9 wherein the step of s e a l ing closing 
comprises attaching a fixed rearward seal to the fluid container. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9 comprising the step of inserting a 
spring into the housing to bias the needle toward a ts shielded position to prevent 
inadvertent contact with the needle after use. 



(Original) The metliod of claim 1 1 comprising the step of providing a needle 
retainer operable to hold the-needle against the bias of the spring, wherein the 
needle retainer is cooperable with the fluid container to cause retraction of the 
needle. 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 9 comprising the step of sterilizing the 
needle iniector and the fluid container while the fluid container is attached to the 
'"lector, where i n of scaling comprises i ns e rt i ng a sea l into the rcanA/ard ope n 
e nd of the f l uid contain e r. 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim ie 9 wherein a forward seal seals the 
sealed end of the conta iner and the method comprismgeg the step of fixing the 
axial position of the fonward seal i n th e r e anward op e n e nd of th e f l u i d contain e r 
to impede axial displacement of the fixed forward seal during election of fluid 
from the container . 

(Original) The method of claim 9 comprising the step of sterilizing the housing 
and fluid container together after the step of inserting the fluid container into the 
housing. 

(Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the step of sterilizing occurs prior to 
the step of filling. 

(Original) A method for producing a medical device, comprising the steps of: 

providing an injector having a retractable needle; 

attaching a fluid container to the injector; 

sterilizing the injector and attached fluid container; and 

filling the fluid container with a medicinal fluid. 

(Original) The method of claim 17 comprising the step of sealing the fluid 
container with a seal after the step of filling, wherein the seal is fixed in position 
relative to the fluid container. 



1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 7 wherein the step of providing an injector 
comprises providing an injector that is cooperable with the fluid container to 
automatically retract the needle after use. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 7 wherein the step of filling occurs 
after the step of sterilizing. 

21-27. (Canceled) 
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